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BILL OWENS: SUBURBANITES AND SOCIALITES 
January 21–March 15, 2015 

 
 
Opening Reception: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 | 6:00-8:00 pm 
 
OAKLAND, December 18, 2014 � THE MILLS COLLEGE ART MUSEUM (MCAM) is pleased to 
announce Bill Owens: Suburbanites and Socialites on view from January 21–March 15, 2015. 
Featuring newly acquired work from the Mills College Art Museum’s collection, this exhibition is 
the first by the Bay Area photographer to highlight his photographs of women and girls. 
Internationally recognized for his depictions of Northern California suburban life in the 1970s, 
Owens’ images demonstrate his interest in documenting ordinary people. A subset of a larger 
body of work, these photographs of girls and women raise questions about the role of women in 
the early 1970s, the importance of community and social organizations, and the cultural 
differences between suburban and urban parts of the greater Bay Area during that time period. 
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Like a visual anthropologist, Owens astutely recorded the customs, symbols, and social 
relationships that characterized American middle-class culture in the 1970s. Owens was a 
photojournalist for the Independent, a local newspaper in Livermore, California, and on 
weekends documented his surroundings with the clarity of an insider. His photographs 
document more than ordinary events, capturing the aspirations and realities of being female in 
suburban society. 
 
Bill Owens: Suburbanites and Socialites is curated by Mills College undergraduates Meghan 
Adkins, Melissa Mize, Sadie Padial, Clare Schneider, Sophie Sterling, and Veronica Sutter. 
Their essays in the accompanying exhibition catalogue reflect their interests and questions 
about these photographs from the vantage point of women in the 21st century. The works in the 
exhibition are from MCAM’s permanent collection and are a recent gift from Robert Harshorn 
Shimshak and Marion Brenner. 
 
Bill Owens was born in San Jose, California in 1938. He was the recipient of a Guggenheim 
fellowship in 1976 and two National Endowment for the Arts grants. His photographs have been 
exhibited internationally and are held in numerous museum collections including: The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York; Berkeley Art Museum; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art; and the Getty 
Museum in Los Angeles. His photographs have been published in the books, Suburbia, Our 
Kind of People, Working, and Leisure. 
  
Image: Bill Owens, Untitled [Baton Practice], ca. 1973, Gelatin silver print, 7 7/8 in. x 10 in. (20 cm x 25.4 
cm). Gift of Marion Brenner and Robert Harshorn Shimshak. 
 
*** 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS  
(Visit http://mcam.mills.edu for full details) 
 
Opening Reception 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 | 6:00-8:00 pm 
MCAM 
 
Additional programs to be announced via mcam.mills.edu. 
 
*** 
ABOUT THE MILLS COLLEGE ART MUSEUM  
Founded in 1925, The Mills College Art Museum (MCAM) is a forum for exploring art and ideas 
and a laboratory for contemporary art practices. Through innovative exhibitions, programs, and 
collections, the museum engages and inspires the intellectual and creative life of the Mills 
community as well as the diverse audiences of the Bay Area and beyond. MCAM is located at 
5000 MacArthur Boulevard, Oakland, CA 94613. Museum hours are Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00–
4:00 pm and Wednesday, 11:00–7:30 pm. Admission is free unless noted. mcam.mills.edu.  
 

# # # 


